
All Candidates Response Form
District of Kent

Instructions

1.  Complete the Candidate Information below, then answer all questions, including the Lightning Round.
     These questions apply to all Council candidates.
2.  Type your answer in the response box under each question. Responses may be given in any order.
3.  Each response must be no more than 500 words. Lightning Round answers are YES or NO.
4.  Your file MUST be saved in PDF format and titled with your name, for example:  Stephanie_Gallamore.pdf
5.  Word documents will NOT be converted to PDF for the website. Files that are not PDFs cannot be posted.
6.  Open this form in Adobe Acrobat Reader (free) so your answers are saved, then use File > Save As and
     name the file with your name. Return the completed PDF as directed by the event organizers.

Candidate Information

Candidate name:

File name to save as:

Text boxes scroll if your response is longer than the visible space.
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COUNCIL CANDIDATE QUESTIONS
District of Kent

Question 1
There is almost no growth in the commercial sector in Agassiz. What specifically would you do to attract new
businesses, retain existing ones, and increase pedestrian activity and economic activity downtown?

Your response (maximum 500 words):

Question 2
How should the District capitalize on visitors travelling through to Harrison Hot Springs and Sasquatch
Resort to generate more economic activity for Agassiz businesses?

Your response (maximum 500 words):
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Jed Koning
To attract new businesses I think we need to have more new or updated spaces that businesses feel they can be successful in. This can be difficult to do with the limited space we have in the downtown core, but there are a few properties that I think council could look at rezoning to commercial to promote future commercial development and in turn open up more new spaces. 
To increase pedestrian activity downtown I think we should look at options to have more available parking so people driving through have somewhere to stop, park and get out to explore

Jed Koning
I think one thing that would bring more visitors in would be to add more businesses that tourists are attracted to come visit. This goes back to the previous answer about bringing more new commercial spaces that businesses feel they can be successful in. Also having more parking could encourage people that are just driving through to actually stop and enjoy Agassiz.



COUNCIL CANDIDATE QUESTIONS
District of Kent

Question 3
Is there a need and opportunity to attract additional grocery or retail options to Agassiz?

Your response (maximum 500 words):

Question 4
With increasing pressure for housing and commercial development, will you commit to keeping development
off Agricultural Land Reserve land? If not on ALR, where should future growth in the District occur?

Your response (maximum 500 words):
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Jed Koning
Yes, I don’t want to see ALR land turned into development land. If the particular piece of land in question is in the ALR, but it hasn’t ever been farmed on and would be extremely difficult to farm on then I would consider making an exception. However the development would still need to be approved by the land commission as well. 
To accommodate future growth the simplest option would be higher density housing downtown. This could come in number of different forms, for example an old house on a large sized lot could be subdivided and turned into 2 or 3 new single family homes, a new townhouse complex or a new apartment building. I personally don’t want to see apartment buildings going up randomly all across town, but with careful planning we can zone specific small areas to be zoned for these developments and then the high density areas are contained to one area and not spread out across multiple neighbourhoods.

Jed Koning
Yes I think that there is definitely opportunity to attract additional retail options to Agassiz. 
I won’t say that there is a need for it because we are all doing good with what we currently have as well, But having more local options and therefore limiting the need for resident to go shop out of town would be a benefit for the community.



COUNCIL CANDIDATE QUESTIONS
District of Kent

Question 5
Infrastructure maintenance on rural and side roads is an ongoing concern for many residents. How would
you prioritize this within the District's overall budget?

Your response (maximum 500 words):

Question 6
What concerns do you have about youth in this community, and what do you plan to do to support young
people through their teenage years?

Your response (maximum 500 words):
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Jed Koning
I would approach this question with a worst comes first type of mindset. I think that taking time to fix roads and infrastructure in terrible condition should take priority over spending money somewhere else that doesn’t necessarily need to be done immediately. 
We should also be planning ahead to address each road before their condition becomes bad. 
I think it’s important to keep up on basic maintenance on all our infrastructure each year. Major repairs or total replacements should be done based on the condition it is in.

Jed Koning
I think that the district can support youth growing up in Agassiz by providing social activities, events and sports that give youth a chance to participate in their community. 
I think that the new pool and rec centre are a fantastic addition to the community and gives youth more options on ways to stay active and healthy. 
Another idea I would like to visit in the district is the potential for building an ice rink in Agassiz and starting a local hockey program. 
If you ask anyone that grew up in Agassiz and grew up playing hockey, they tell you that they had to go play hockey in Hope or Chilliwack. I think that Agassiz would have enough children and  youth interested in hockey to have our own space and program now.
This would obviously be another massive financial commitment and would take some careful planning to not put further strain on taxpayers, but I would love to find a creative solution to make this idea possible.



COUNCIL CANDIDATE QUESTIONS
District of Kent

Question 7
What do you believe is the most important issue(s) facing the District of Kent over the next four years, and
why?

Your response (maximum 500 words):

Question 8
What do you see as Agassiz's greatest untapped tourism opportunity?

Your response (maximum 500 words):
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Jed Koning
I think one important issue we need to look at in the district of Kent is our flood preparedness. 
Agassiz is surrounded by rivers and in the last 5 years we have seen some record breaking rainfall and high water levels. If these events continue it may only be a matter of time before the systems that we have in place are not enough. I think we need to take a look at our flood and drainage systems carefully and assess where our weakest points are and what the threat level may be so that we can find a way to address issues before they arise.

Jed Koning
I think that agri tourism businesses have the greatest potential for success in Agassiz. We already have a handful of agri tourism focused businesses here, for example there are some cideries in town that are a lot of fun and the tulip festival which brings in a lot of tourists every year. I think there is potential for more businesses like these. Perhaps a local brewery or a farm petting zoo or local corn maze. These are all businesses that have had great success in other towns around the Fraser valley but we don’t have in Agassiz, even when we have an abundance of agricultural land.



LIGHTNING ROUND (YES / NO)
All Council candidates: check YES or NO for each question

Lightning Question 1

Do you support the District exploring shared services with the Village of
Harrison Hot Springs to reduce costs?

YES NO

Lightning Question 2

Have you volunteered with a local organization in the last three years? YES NO

Lightning Question 3

Do you believe it is the municipality's role to attract new investors (such
as grocery/retail) to the area

YES NO

Lightning Question 4

Do we have enough affordable housing in Agassiz? YES NO

Lightning Question 5

Do you support increasing the municipal budget for tourism marketing
such as the Agassiz Harrison Museum, municipal events and Agricultural
businesses.

YES NO

Lightning Question 6

Do you support housing density in the town core? YES NO
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